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DOCUMENTS USEFUL FOR THE RESTORATION OF FORT WELLINGTON

PART A

The documents listed in this section describe the building of the
present blockhouse in 1838 - 1839.

CLL5, p 268.

15th Oct., 1838,
Engineer's Office

" (Fort Wellington) . . . will contain about 100 men in the two
Upper Floors, and in the lower one a good magazine, armory, store
room, and guard room having a good supply of excellent water °
within it.

The exterior of the old Fort has been fraised all round with
the exception of the part near the entrance which cannot be done
at present without impeding the carriage of materials into the
fort for the New Blockhouse-~the Entrance requires a great deal of
excavation and making up, and I think it will be necessary to make . . .
(He proposes) . . . also to dig . . . and build up the foundation
of a cook house which may serve as a temporary Guard House, proposed
to be a Frame Building which could quickly be got ready for
occupation."

CLL7
Quebec, 8 Feb., 1839, p 103

"The building is now occupied, and the guns mounted, the fraising
completed all round, the Entrance is well protected, and the two
long sides defended by an Epaulement. The Officers' log Barrack is
in an advanced state."




This next item is of peculiar interest, because when the sug-
gestions it makes for alteration of the Fort Wellington plans for
use in Cornwall are effected the result is in the present
Fort Wellington. In other words, the original plans sent out
from England were never used in an unaltered state.

CLL7

Cornwall, 25th February, 1839, p 179
Bradley to Wright.

n ., . . upon the same plan as that adopted for Prescott
with the exception of the introduction of four port holes in the
second story, one in the centre of each side, an alteration of
the original plan sent from England which he deems necessary in
order to afford light as well as the use of Artillery.

2. Of the substitution of musquetry proff blinds of Oak in the
Upper story above the machicoull instead of stone walls; in
other respects he desires that no alterations be introduced.”

CL4T, p 248.

Account of Expenditure incurred by Great Britain for the Military
Protection of the Province of Upper Canada, in the years 1837 and 1838.
p 256, Prescott includes:

Military Works

Erecting a New Block House, cooking house, and Privy in Fort Wellington,
putting up stockades and mounting guns: & 1733, 3/32

C449 (1839) brings the rebuilding of Fort Wellington to completion.
The new fort and outbuilding were as listed in the following
document.

CLLY, p 75

Separate List or Abstract accompanying the Estimates for Ordnance
and Barrack Special Services carried on in the Kingston and
Eastern Districts shewing the sums which have been granted by
His Excellency the Commander of the Forces on account of the same
and also the balance which still remains to be granted.



Prescott
Windmill
Fort Wellington
New Block House

The sums of these items
are given in the original
record and are readily
available.

Cook House

Privy

Repairs to the fort (i.e. fortification)
Gateway

New Platform and Flagstaff
North front

Log Barracks

Sentry Boxes
Superintendance

Office Rent

Stationary

Postage

Travelling

Cavlry Stables

Hired Buildings

Divisions for a Barrack.

Cl48 p 93, 5th Feb., 1839.

"They were principally wanted for the purpose of drying the Plaster
and Walls in the Blockhouse in Fort Wellington.™

The above quotation refers to stoves and stove pipe used at
Wellington, and accompanied the estimates for their cost (now lost.)

PART B

This material is from the "9 Returns" of 1841 and describes the
ground floor of the new blockhouse. It is interesting that the
projected guardroom is being used for another purpose.

1841
At Prescott

cubic feet
1 Magazine 20 x L4' x 6° 16824
1 Armoury do do do do
Ordnance Store 124 x 14' 10/12 x 10! 1790
Artillery Store 4' x 14' 10/12 x 10! 890

The whole formine the under part of the blockhouse built of stone —-
for the purpose of storing powder, arms, accoutrements, small
arm ammunition, etc. etc.



PART C

This relates to ordnance at Fort Wellington.

The new Fort Wellington was first repaired in 1849-50, along the
lines of recommendations made in the 1848 estimates. Apparently
nothing new was added, and thus it serves as a description of the
fort as it was in 1839-1845. The document is the only one found
which presents considerable detail. It is most useful for a
complete restoration of Fort Wellington's ordnance.

Clal8 Estimates from Engineers Department, 1849-50
For Fort Wellington the following proposed. /See plans which accompany
this estimate/:

Item '
73 Pointing the masonry of the retaining walls at the Entrance

gateway of Fort Wellington.

74  Painting the Entrance Gates of the fort.

75 Renewling Seven Shot Garlands, two Mortar Platforms in the Fort.

76 Painting gun carriages and traversing platforms and lacquering
guns in the fort.

77 Providing a Portable shot furnace for Fort Wellington.

78 Repairing the Gun Carriages and traversing platforms etc.

79 Incidentals.

73 The masonry in the retaining walls at the entrance gate and
archway is in a very defective state, the mortar having
crumbled away owing to the action of the weather. This item
therefore provides for raking out the joints and pointing
the walls with water lime mortar, mixed in equal proportions
of sand and cement and for renewing the sod work which covers

the coping.

The services required at Prescott being generally of a trifling
nature there is no contract for Ordnance work at that station.
The prices are calculated the same as those in the Kingston
schedule with the existing percentages added thereon.

74 This item provides for the periodical painting of the gates,
etc. etc., at the entrance to the fort which service is
urgently required. Last done in 1838-9.

75 The Mortar Platforms and shot Garlands in this fort are in

a very inefficient state owing to natural decay from exposure
to the weather. This item provides for renewing them agreeably
to the accompanying sketch. The old shot garlands to be taken
up and removed to store and the ground formed to receive the
new garlands which are proposed to be of ocak 4 x 4 for the shot,
6 x 6 for the shells, and framed and secured at the angles with
wrot, iron straps 3 x % inches think fixed with two inch screws



76

78

the sides and top to be painted four coats common colour. The
two old ten inch mortar platforms to be takenup and removed

to store and the ground formed to receive the new sleepers, and
properly filled in ramned round with the same, the new paltforms
to be eight feet square sleepers of cedar 10 inches ida.
flattened on top and laid 113 inches apart. The floor to be

of rough pine, 3 inches thick edges shot and spiked down to the
sleepers. By measurement.

This item is submitted agreeably to the accompanying requisition
from the commander of officers of Rl. Artillery with reference
to boards order 30th ap. 1847 and provides for painting two
coats in oil, lead colour, in two wooden traversing platforms,
three gun carriages, one wooden carriage for a carronade and
twelve hand spikes, the whole to be scoured and stopped previous
to painting.

Also for lacquering the bores of guns one coat and painting
with anti-corrosian on the outside one coat--two twenty-four
pounder guns, one carronade, and two ten inch mortars with
their beds, all of which are to be well scraped and cleaned
before painting. The woodwork to be painted by measurement
and lacquering to be performed by the military labour such
of the materials for performing the above named service as
cannot be purchased on the spot are included in the demand
of stores accompanying this Estimate. Last done in 18,3.

The gun platforms and wooden curb also one Pintle (pintail?)

at Fort Wellington being in a decayed state from exposure

to the weather, this item is submitted for repairing them
previously to the gun carriages being painted as provided in
item 76 of this estimate provision is therefore made as follows:

Gun platform at West Angle

Renewing the soles with 3 inch oak (2 of 16' long by 9" wide)
wrot. two sides and fixed, two runners of oak 2 x 2 each 16!
long wrot. two sides affixed 2/16.0 x 0.2 inches. The old to
be taken off, removed and the new wood work to be painted two
coats oil, lead colour.

12 Pounders at East Angle

Renewing one cheek of the garrison carriage with oak, 5'.)

" x 1' 1-43 " thick wrot: two sides and framed notched and shaped
to correspond with the one taken out. The iron work to be

taken from the old Cheek and refixed to the new work to be
apinted 2 coats in oil, lead colour.




Carronadesover Gateway

Renewing the platform taking up old masonry of Platform 20 x 1 x 1,
removing and piling the stone, the new curb to be formed of
limestone masonry 20' x 1'.6" x 1' begs horizontal and joints
vertical. The top surface to be rough bonchards do. on sides
circular 2/20' x 1t'.6" The masonry to be made good to the

new curb and the studs of racers to be let into the stone and

run with lead. The racers to be of Wrot. iron 2" x " 20' long
punched through and counter sunk on top, the studs to be 3" long,
1 x 1" rivited to the racers, three feet apart, the bed of one
carronade to be renewed with pine 13 x 10 wrot. framed and shaped.
The iron work to be taken out of the old and refixed in the new
work to be painted three coats in oil, lead colour.

Curbs for 2, Pounders

The present wooden curbs are in a very diliapidated state, it
is therefore proposed to renew them with stone using the

racers again which are servicable —-- Provision is made for
excavating and removing earth for the foundations which are

to be of concrete formed of lime and coarse gravel, in the
proportion of one of lime to six of gravel on which a course
of Rubble masonry is to be laid to receive the curb stone.

The curb to be of lime stone 2/35 x 1 x 1 set in mortar, the
top and sides to the depth of 3 inches to be rough boncharded
the curbs for the front racers to be of the same as those
already described including the foundations for the same. The
Pintle stone to be of masonry 5' x 5' by 1 foot deep rough
boncharded on the top edges, to the depth of 3 inches. Mortices
to be cut for the pintle. The pintle to be of Cast Iron of the
approved pattern similiar to those in use at Fort Henry,
Kingston, to be let in and run with lead and painted three
coats in oil, lead colour.

Traversing Platform

Renew sides with Pine 2/16' x 9" x 8" wrot. formed and fixed,
soles 2 £ 16' x 2" —- blocks 4 / 6x6x2 of oak wrot. framed and
fixed--foot board and stay 2/ 10ft., x 1l——=6' x 1! 3" of two
inch pine, wrot. and fixed. The old stuff to be cut out and
removed to store and the new work painted 2 coats, lead colour.

C452, p 52, March 19, 1842.
This item gives the following information of musquetry:

Return of the number of stand of arms in store at several ordnance in
Canada.

Prescott: Musquets: India pattern: 1,738.



PART D

As shown by Part C above, the exchanging of masonry for wooden curbs
for 24 pounders was the only major change, rather than replacement,

which was undertaken in 184,9-50.

1852 and 1861 no major changes were made.

Cl635, Inspection Reports., 1852 - 1868,

1852

1853

1854

1855

1856

Description.

Fortification and defence, no repairs
Magazine, contains 124 barrels
Casemated barracks means to contain
85 men, contains 44 (Blockhouse)

The men's quarters are not bombproof.
Both wells

Fortification and defence

Repairs: receiving the flagstaff,

Item 64 in annual estimate for 1853-4
Magazine, contains 137 barrels

Men's barracks not bombproof, contains 33 men
Wells

Fortifications and defence
Magazine, contains 170 barrels
Barracks contain 30 men

Men's barracks not bombproof
Wells

Fort constructed for the following ordnance:
2 12 pounders

2 2 pounders

1 12 pound carronade

2 10 inch mortars

Now Mounted

Fortifications and defence

Manned by enrolled pensioners

The men's quarters are not bombproof

Wells

Fortifications and defence: no remarks
Magazine, Empty, no remarks
Wells

Part D below shows that between

Present Condition

good
good

good

good

good

good
good
good

good
good
good

good

good

good

good
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1858 Nothing

1861 Nothing

PART E

This section consists of items in the Archives Print Collection which
refer to Fort Wellington. There were a number of photographs, but
all were taken in 1929. The only sketches or paintings of the

fort show it as a simple blob of paint. The Canadian Illustrated
News and the Dominion Illustrated News, however, did provide valuable
information. It may be added here that a sampling of newspapers
dating from the time of the construction of Fort Wellington were
examined. The result was negative. Apparently the building of fort-
ifications was not the sort of thing that made news in 1839.

' Canadian Illustrated News, May 4, 1878, p 280.

Illustration, Woodcut or Engraving: The Fort during the Fenian Raids
in 1866. This is an amazing picture which shows the fort with
vertical wooden siding on the top storey, but which shows no

peaked roof! A village of round tents extents from the glacis of
the fort. However, the illustration proves to be more inaccurate
than amazing. It is a copy of a photograph, also in the Archives,

in the Morton Brown Album. This picture is described below and has
been appended to this report.

More valuable, is the description of Fort Wellington as it stood
at the time of publication of this issue. The useful sections are
transcribed below:

p 278

"On the south front there is an earth covered stone sally port extending
into the dyke. Its sides are pierced with loopholes to be used for
clearing the dyke."” Should a storming party attempt to scale the

earth - works., '"A tall fence of thick poles stuck in the ground

close together." (Also describes the palisade en fraise.)

(Referring to the earthworks:)

" , . . having broad sloping roads on each side to enable troops to
quickly gain the summet, transport cannon, etc."
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"The fort building, or block-house as it was originally called, has
several floors, the first comprising vaulted chambers intended to be
used for the storage of arms and ammunition; the upper stories are fitted
up as barracks. The top storey is of heavy timber with an over-hanging
covered gallery running entirely round. This gallery is pierced with
numerous windows and loopholes. The roof is covered with bright

tin . . . . . ¢ ¢ . ¢ ¢ e e s s e o o o o The fort is commanded by

high ground in the rear, from whence it would be easy to carry away

the wooden roof."

Morton Brown Album, Case V11 A, Acc. # 1956-12, p 24

Here is the original for the Canadian Illustrated drawing, showing
the latter to be full of errors. In this photograph, indeed we see
no roof, but there is a deep shadow around the top of the upper
storey. In addition, only one of the two chimneys is visible, and
it appears detached from the building. The only solution is that
the "bright tin" roof simply appeared white on the photograph
taken with the insensitive equipment of the day. Notice shutters
and walls.

The Dominion Illustrated
26th Sept, 1891. pp 300-301
Five Photographs, no text, as follows:

1. From outside showing maingate and stockade.

2. Gate from the inside, no gun mounted.

3. Blockhouse. Vertical siding, rain barrels, Officers! Quarters
with twin chimnies, smaller building nearby with one chimmey.
Jessup house and one other by the gate, tree by officers!
quarters'!, Paths to faintto be examined. Empty carronade mount
over the gate.

L. Caponiere in the ditch.

PART F
Material useful for the refurnishing of Fort Wellington blockhouse.

CLLT, p 256

Account of Expenditure incurred by Great Britain for the Military
Protection of the Province of Upper Canada, in the years 1837 and 1839.
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Making Tressel Bedsteads.

RG 8 Series 2, volume 34

Diagrams for a new hut, design for Canada. Beds are suggested in
simple line drawings. Although no details of construction can be
gained from these drawings, exact size of what appears to have been
a standard design can be determined. See photostats.

C152, p 169 Prescott, 3rd Sept. 1844.

Required to be supplied for service of the troops stationed at this
place and brockville, for the ensuing year the under-mentioned
quantity of clean oaten straw of the best quality free from thistles
and weeds to be delivered at either places in such quantities as may
be required and every second month cormencing with November 1844 and
ending October 1845, being one years supply calculated for the present
strength together with the casual supplies for the hospital at the
rate of 220 bundles every second month.

Bundles: 12 1lbs. each, 1320 equal to 15840 lbs.

C460, July 20, 1848
Requisition for straw
For Eighty-eight men, 1056 lbs of straw in 12 lbs. bundles.

C589, p 172 Toronto 18 December 1838

"The Major General commanding has directed me to transmit for the
covering warrent of the Commander of the forces the enclosed
estimate forwarded by Colonel Young for Tressle Bedsteads made
by order of Colonel Wetherall at Prescott."

€590, 1839

Reference to an estimate for barrack furniture which did not appear
in this or any other volume of the series.
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€590, p 40

Letter which accompanied an estimate for stoves and stovepipe for the
use of the troops in the blockhouse. No document.

PART G
Regiments stationed at Fort Wellington

The names of those British regiments stationed at Fort Wellington
and their periods of occupation have been determined from three
sources, viz:

Regimental correspondence in the "C'" series.
Regimental histories.
C.H. Stewart's compilation BRITISH REGIMENTS IN CANADA AND NORTH AMERICA

These sources do not always agree, nor do they always provide the terminal
dates of a given occupation. A perfect list is plainly impossible with-
out further material, but that which follows is reasonably accurate
(Arranged by Regiments.)

A. Royal Sappers and Miners (from Stewart alone)

"5th June, 1813 3rd company, 3rd battalion of 81 men under

Lt. Phillpotts, Royal engineers and Sub. Lt. J.A. Stephenson
arrived at Quebec on "Zodiac" transport, were first of new corps
to be in Canadas; had detachments at Burlington Heights, Prescott,
Point Henry, York, and Kingston where H.Q. was located. 1814,

8 June, 4th company, 4th battalion arrived, winter at Prescott with
detachments elsewhere."

B. Royal Regiment of Artillery.

The earliest reference to Prescott in the regimental papers is
dated 30th, January, 1813, and a letter of Feb. 6th, 1813 refers
to a captain Pearson commanding there. There are occasional
references up until November 28th, 1825, at which time a letter
was sent from Headquarters in Kingston stating "I have ordered

the detachment up from Prescott." (C747, p 165). At the time of
the Battle of the Windmill the artillery was apparently brought

up from Kingston by MacBean (C750, p 65.) There is no other re-
ferences to a detachment of the Royal Artillery at Fort Wellington
in the correspondence which would lead one to suspect the
Divisions assertion that "A garrison of the Royal Artillery remained
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at the fort for some years after this period," (phamphlet, p 4)
may be in error. Stewart's account is as follows:

181, 2nd Battalion #27 Company at Prescott, July 1, at
Kingston, August 1.
9th Battalion #110 and #112 companies at Prescott,
December 5.

1815 7th Battalion #93 Company at Prescott, July 1,
August 1, Kingston.
9th Battalion #113 Company, (March?) to June.

1816 7th Battalion, #93 Company, June.
1817 7th Battalion complete.

1818 on, no mention.

The documents, of course, take precedence over Stewart, and
indicate that the artillery remained until 1825.

The First Regiment of Foot, (The Royal Scots.)

n 1813
First Battalion

In February the detachment at Montreal moved to St. John's and
Chambly, and the following month headquarters were at St. John's
with detachments at Quebec and Chambly. In April, headquarters moved
to Montreal, with detachments at Chambly, Prescott, Kingston, and
Quebec.

1815
First Battalion

In January the battalion quitted Fort Niagara, and proceeded to
Queenstown. From this place it proceeded in April to Fort George,
Kingston, Prescott, Montreal, and Three Rivers, which latter place
it reached on the 25th of May. In the meantime it had been

Joined by Captains E.M. Bird and J. Wilson etc. etc. . . . . .

The battalion embarked for Quebec, and on its arrival re-embarked
on board transports, and sailed for England." (Leask and McCance.)

Fifth Regiment of Foot (Northumberland Fusiliers.)

At Fort Wellington from early 1815 to early summer 1815. (Stewart.)
The Fifteenth Regiment of Foot (Fast Yorkshire.)

1827: post-June, arrive in Canada.
1831: a detachment was in Prescott. (Stewart.)
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The Sixteenth Regiment of Foot (Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire.)

The Sixteenth was sent to Fort Wellington and shortly after the
British had failed to take Platsburg in 1814 (early summer).

After the conclusion of peace, the regiment returned to Quebec

in (1815) whence it sailed to England in July. The regiment's
earliest letter sent from Prescott was 24th August, 18l4 and

the last 11th of May, 1815. (Stewart, Canon, and Regimental Letters.)

The Seventy-Ninth Regiment of Foot (Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders.)

May, 1829, to Kingston with detachments to Fort Henry, Point Frederick,
and Prescott. In 1831 the regiment moved to Toronto. (Stewart.)

A letter of October 5, 1829, (C991) indicates that the detachment

at Prescott was composed of one corporal and three privates.

The Eighty-Ninth Regiment of Foot (2nd Battalion Princess Victoria's,
now the Irish Fusiliers.)

Stewart merely states that the regiment was at Prescott in the

sumer and fall of 1813, however, a letter of the 15th of July,
1814 (Cl004) names the overseer of the works at Wellington as a
member of the regiment.

The Royal Newfoundland Regiment.
5 officers and 77 men at Fort Wellington on December 21, 1812.

The regimental history of the Royal Marines gives the following
account of their activities at Fort Wellington:

1813

The two Marine Battalions were accordingly despatched to Quebec,
and on the 26th October the 2nd started for Montreal. The first
followed so closely that its leading files entered that city just
as the rearguard of the 2nd was marching out en route for
Prescott, on the St. Lawrence . . . . . .

Before the Marines reached their destination at Prescott, news
came that the enemy under General Wilkinson were advancing and
already passed the Fort at that place. Upon receipt of this
intelligience, the 1lst Batallion was pushed on with the rocket
company to Lachine on Lake St. Louis, about fifteen miles distant,
while Lt. Stevens with two 6 pounders marched to Coteau du Lac

on Lake St. Francis., . . . .

Meanwhile the 2nd Marines had been moved up to Coteau du Lac, and
were now ordered to Prescott, while the lst proceeded to
Isle aux Noix.
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About this time Col, Williams, as senior officer of the Marine
Battalions, received an order from the Admiralty directing him
to break up the 2nd Battalion, and after completing the ist to
full strength to distribute the remainder of its men among the
flotillas on the Great Lakes. His order for the break-up of the
2nd Battalion was issued on 5th of May, but before his despatch
reached Lt. Colonel Malcom, at Kingston, where it was then
quartered, it had embarked on an expedition against the enemy's
fortified position of Oswego." (Field, volume 1, pf 291)

L. The Royal Canadian Rifles.

This was the most important of the many regiments stationed at
Fort Wellington, being in garrison from at least December 1842
until 1853. The exact date at which the regiment left Fort
Wellington could not be determined. Stewart states that the
company left for Toronto on July 11. However, Fort Wellington
if referred to in a regimental letter of 29th November. C775
It is possible that when the fort was turned over to pensioners,
Royal Canadian Rifle officers remained. This is the impression
given by a letter of October 26th, 1855 which orders Brevet
Major Walker at Prescott to proceed to Ottawa to inspect the
enrolled pensioners there. (C777)

Perhaps the most interesting source giving information about

the regiment is also a long memorial by Captain Black located

in C770, p 137, 6 of February, 1844. The regiment was apparently
recruited from soldiers of long service to do a garrison duty
along the Canada-U.S. border, because young men continually
deserted from the regiments of the line when given such tempting
postings. Black insists that the regiment was more an elite
corps than a veterans regiment.

PART H
Militia units in service at Fort Wellington

The only exact information relating to the militia units stationed
at Fort Wellington date from the distrubances of 1838-1839 only.

Source: RG9, Series 1, B2, vol 24, Prescott.
Troops stationed as Prescott, 2nd, January, 1839.

Brockville Light Dragoons,

lst Regiment Grenville Militia,

2nd Regiment Grenville Militia,

Captain Donnel's Independant Company,

Captain Jessup Independant Company,
total 822 men.
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Prescott, Return of the Garrison under the command of Colonel Young,
February, 1839.

Royal Artillery,
Toronto Provincial Artillery,
Brockville Cavalry,

1lst Regiment Grenville Militia,
2nd Regiment Grenville Militia,
Lancaster-Glengarry Independant Company,
Prescott Independant Company,

Prescott, Returns for March also

Documents examined in the Public

(not militia.)

Total 853 men.

list 885 men and 899 men as totals.

PART 1

Archives of Canada.

Records of the British Army in Canada, the "C" Series.

A.

B.

Ordnance and Engineers.

CLLd,
CLLS
ChLb
CLLT
CuL8
CLL9
CL50
CL451
CL52
C453
CL5L
CL55
C456
CL57
C458
C459
CL60
CL61
CL62
CL63
ChLb6h
CL65
CL66
CL67

1836-7
1838-1
1838-2
1839-1
18392
1839-3
1840
1841
1842
1843
184,
1845
1846-1
1846-2
1847-1
1847-2
18,8
1849~1
184,9-2
1850
1851
1852
1853-1
1853-2

Minute Book, Headquarters Office, Royal Engineers, Montreal
Cl416 14th August, 1847 to 17th October, 1848
Cl417 13th August, 1851 to 19th January, 1853.
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Letters issued to England from Royal Engineers Headquarters Office
at Montreal.

CL407 1852 to 1857, incomplete.

Ordnance report and estimate of the works and repairs proposed to
be carried out in the Royal Engineers Department in Canada in the
year 184,9-50.

Inspection Reports
Cl635 Canada, 1852-1868.
Cl1636 Canada, 1869-71.

Commissariat.

CL46
CLL7
c148
C149
Cl150
Cl51
C152

1833-36
1837-38
1839
1840
1841
184243
1844~46

Barracks.

€587
c588
c589
€590
C591
€592
€593
C594
€595
€596
C597
€598

Military Posts.
C518 1828-1838
C519 1839-1845

The Military Chest.
C343 1832-1845

Lands and Roads.
C277 1836-1845

1837
1838-1
1838-2
1839-1
1839-2
1840-1
1840-2
18,1
1842
1843
1844
1845

Accounts, certificates, estimates,
memoranda petitions, reports, requisitions,
returns etc.

Royal Engineers, Montreal, Kingston, Letters.
C1824 1851-1857 (Montreal); 184,6-1856 (Kingston.)



19

Estimates.

Cl420 1863-b4
Cly21 1862-63
Clu22 1863-64
Cl423 1864-65

Regimental Papers Included in the "C" Series.

a. First Foot
c824 1797-1818

b. Fifth Foot
C282 1838-1851; 1814-1868; 1794-1857; 1789-1867;.

¢c. Fifteenth Foot
c84,0 1817-1829
c841 1830-1831

d. Sixteenth Foot
c8yb6 1814-1854

e. Seventy-ninth
C991 1828-1830

f. Eighty-ninth
Cloos 1812-1815

g. Royal Canadian Rifles
C769 1840-1842
C770 1843-1844
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C775 1853
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C747 1819-1825
C74,8 1826-1836
C749 1837-1838
C750 1839-1845
C751 1846-1848
C755 1860-1861
C756 1861-1862
C76L 1866-1867

h. Royal Marines
C788 1813-1843

i. Royal Newfoundland Regiment
C720 1801-18l4
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RESTORATION OF FORT WELLINGTON

An earlier report, "Documents useful for the restoration of
Fort Wellington", contains some of the material referred to
in this report. However, in the main, this paper is inten-
ded to round out the information in that report. 1Its
concern is structural.

Materials pertaining to our restoration of Fort Wellington
can be divided under four distinct headings, viz:

1. Estimates and letters pertaining to cost;
2. Maps and plans;

3. Descriptions of the fort; and

4. Illustrations.

1. Estimates and letters pertaining to cost

1839, March 28th -~ Tenders called for sundry works.
(Brockville Recorder, March 29, 1839).

1839, July 4th - Tenders called for Caponiére, Gallery,
Stockade, Ditch, and Fence. (Brockville
Recorder, Thursday, July 4, 1839).

1849-50 - Repairs to Ordnance. (C Series, v. 1418. See
earlier report).

1866, November 19th - Repair to blockhouse and outbuildings,
costing B200 (C540 pp. 348-50).

Fiscal Year Estimates of Dept. of Public
Works
1 July, 1878-30 June, 1879 Recorded in Estimates 1881-82,
Contracts. Donald Grant,

contract 5751, Sept. 26, 1878,
completed June 1, 1879.

Amount of contract is $2,385.
Final estimate - $2,761.50.
For a revetement and general
repairs (see plan)...2,761.50

1 July, 1879-30 June, 1880 Estimates 1879-80
Repairing Drain..... $ 450.00
General Repairs..... $1,050.00



Fiscal Year

1 July, 1880~30 June, 1881

1 July, 1881-30 June, 1882

1884

1901
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Estimates of Dept. of Public
Works

Estimates 1881-82, #3, p. 242.
Alfred Hough contracted to do
several works of repairs &c
required at the fort. Ref.
letter 9497, date Nov. 23,
1880.cccecceccccccas $ 620.00
Contract for $545, final
estimate $620. See Vol. 25,
p.- 92.

Estimates vol. 19, #5, p. 222.
New roof and general repairs
N T g $ 800.00

Repairs to Guardhouse (R.C.9,
II, B2, 17, #36)

Fitting up Armoury for 56th
Regiment (R.C. 9, II, E1, 114,
p. 201)

Specifications (R.C. 9, II,
E1l, 115, p. 40)

Supply large lock on outside
door, renew handle, doors and
windows, replace broken
windows,

"Supply and fit a doorframe,
and 4 panelled door with

4 inch butts, knob, mortice,
lock and two keys complete,
on stairs leading to second
or top floor, completing
filling in space between
ceiling and stairway".

These documents indicate three principal periods during
which construction or repairs were undertaken: 1838-40 -
original work; 1866 - unspecified repairs prompted by
Fenian scare; and 1878-82 - extensive repairs. The plans
of construction and repairs roughly match these periods.

—— — — —
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2. Maps and Plans

a) Royal Engineers' plan of Fort Wellington, July, 1839.
This shows the ground plan of the fort in general with cross
sections of the blockhouse and caponiére, and earthworks.
Buildings appear in the same positions as on subsequent
maps. The blockhouse appears substantially as today with
hip roof surmounting three layers of logs. The caponiére

is shown with a roof. The distance of the caponiére from
the crest of the embankment immediately south is 30 feet.
This seems to be about the same as at present, but should

be checked.

b) There are two undated very important plans of the block-
house. That, which seems to be the earliest, is numbered
732 which would make it seem to be much newer than the
earlier map considered above, numbered 278. However, the
numbers are probably within years, so that there may be no
more than a year's difference between the two. 1In fact, we
cannot be sure which is really the older. On this map (732)
room usage is indicated for the ground floor of the block-
house, and is the same as in proposals prior to construction
(C445, p. 268). The plan is marked Upper Canada which
indicates but does not prove that the plan was made in 1841
or 1840 whichever may be taken as the date for union of the
two Canadas.

c) The second plan is labelled Canada West which was thus
made subsequent to the union (1840 or '41l). It is date-
stamped 1863 but is probably earlier, bearing evidence of
two and possibly three room changes since 1839. The date-
stamp may correspond to any of these changes. It is a
duplicate of the earlier map with changes added. Room
usage of the ground floor nearly corresponds to the "9
Returns" of 1841l: magazine, armoury, two store rooms div-
ided by a thin partition, and a guard room and artillery
store divided by a line which may or may not indicate a
wooden partition. In black ink the word "guardroom" is
crossed out and "Ordnance Store" marked in. This same
black ink marks the storeroom "Canteen" and the partition
is removed. These changes make the plan correspond exactly
to the "9 Returns" of 1841, thus the early date of the
changes is proved. The same black ink has marked a cup-
board in the hall as well as a doorway and partitioned off
a hospital on the third floor. A pump too is marked in.
Can we then infer that these changes too date from 18417

There are also a number of changes in pencil. The windows
on the second floor are thus marked as well as references
to "fall gutters" and eaves-troughs. Finally, soem
changes are marked in blue ink. I would guess these are
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the most recent. The blockhouse contained 54 men at the
time of the pencil marking (assuming they all bear the same
date). Unfortunately, this does not correspond to any of
our returns -- but as a rather large number argues in
favour of an early date.

d) A map of 1868 shows proposed changes never carried out
and lists the ordnance as two 24 pounders, two 12 pounders,
two small mortars, but does not mention the carronade.

e) There are three plans showing gallery changes. One of
these is on linen painted on the back, after the manner of
the Canadian Department of Public Works in the 1870's and
1880's. The fact that all three of the plans do not
display the same technique presents a difficulty that
cannot be explained away. From a photograph mentioned
below, we know the change was made after 1866. Hence, it
seems fairly certain that the change occurred in the period
of extensive repair, 1878-82. This is the most logical
place for such an extensive repair.

f) The plan showing Grant's work on the revetement and
caponil8re, dated 1878 and bearing his signature, has been
in our possession for some time. Numerous other original
maps of the area are now in our possession. They were
preserved by Mr. Robinson, acting head of the Engineering
Division and are formally in the care of that Division. It
is recommended that steps be taken to repair and preserve
these maps which are in poor condition. However, it must
be pointed out that anything done must be undertaken with
the concurrence of Mr. Robinson, who along is responsible
for the preservation of these maps to date. Either the
originals or photostat copies should be deposited with the
Public Archives. This is virtually a moral okligation.

3. Description of the fort

Canadian Illustrated News, May 4, 1878, p. 280

"On the south front there is an earth covered stone
sally port extending into the dyke. 1Its sides are
pierced with loopholes to be used for clearing the
dyke should a storming party attempt to scale the
earthworks....A tall fence of thick poles stuck in
the ground close together...(earthworks) having
broad sloping roads on each side to enable troops
to quickly gain the summet, transport cannon,
etc....The fort building or block-house, as it was
originally called, has several floors, the first
comprising vaulted chambers intended to be used for



the storage of arms and ammunition; the upper
stories are fitted up as barracks. The top storey
is of heavy timber with an over-hanging gallery
running entirely round. This gallery is pierced
-with numerous windows and loopholes. The roof is
covered with bright tin....The fort is commanded
by high ground in the rear, from whence it would
be easy to carry away the wooden roof".

4. Illustrations

Public Archives of Canada. Bainbridge Album #2, picture 80.

"Fort Wellington and Mill near Prescott" (1839). The
blockhouse has a light coloured roof. (hip) indicating a
metal covering. (A coloured photograph of the original

would look good in the museum, especially alongside a
coloured photo of the first Fort Wellington which can be
obtained from the Ontario Archives.)

Public Archives of Canada. Morton Brown Album Case VLL A
Acc #1956-12, p. 24. 1In this photograph, the earlier
structure of the gallery is evident as is the "roof of
bright tin".

RECOMMENDATIONS

The map described in 2c above and the nine returns for

1841 would seem to serve as the best basis for restoration
of the blockhouse. The present gallery is from a much later
period but still dates from an era which we must admit as
"historic", 1878. Perhaps then it would be best to leave
the gallery as it is. (Restoration always being a comprom-
ise.) The covering on the roof is definitely unsatisfactory.
There is no doubt that the original was tin or some tin
alloy, perhaps fer-blanc. Inspection shows that the roof

of the blockhouse is presently covered with metal underneath
the asphalt shingles. However, this looks like galvanized
iron which would thus make it the roof put on in

1881-82. At that time a number of military establishments
in Canada were roofed with that material. Specimens of
original tin may exist beneath that covering.

The original plans of the caponiére show it with a pitched
roof. The present roof dates from 1879 and the description
of 1878 above describes it as "earth covered". However,
the problem of drainage seems to rule out replacing the
roof with sod. The best solution seems to be to leave the
roof as it is. Tin, however, could be applied over the
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shingles to give it a more historical appearance.
The earthworks have settled a great deal over the years,
and three of the "roads" leading to the gun emplacements
have almost disappeared. These should be fixed.

A separate report on the guardhouse has been prepared.
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Appendix One

BALLAD OF THE PRESCOTT VOLUNTEERS

Written by J.F. Steel of Prescott, January 24, 1839.
TUNE: "The girl I left behind me"

"One Tuesday morning we marched out
Under command of Colonel Fraser

With swords and baynote of polished steel
As keen as any razor.

"When to the Windmill plains we went
We gave them three loud cheers

And we let them know that day below
With the Prescott Volunteers

"We are the boys that fear no noise
Where the cannons loud did roar

We cut the filibusters right and left
When they landed on our shore.

"Bravo McDonald so nobly led

His men into the field

They did not flinch no not an inch
Till the bandits had to yield.

"He swung his sword right round his head
Saying 'Glengarries follow me.'

'We'll gain the day without delay

And that you'll plainly see.'

"If they dare return again

They'll see what we can do

We'll show them British play my boys
As we did at Waterloo.

"If I was like great Virgil Bright
I would employ my quill

I would write both day and night
Concerning the Windmill.

"Lest to intrude I will conclude
And finish off my song
We will pay a visit to Ogdensburg
And that before long."

Jessup Papers,
Ontario Archives
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Appendix Two

From a Montreal paper, Saturday, 21 July, 1888.

"As early as 1684 the Jesuit de Lamberville recommended
that a fort should be established at the spot under
pretence of erecting a blacksmith shop. It was at this
place that de Lamberville joined M. Denonville in his
expedition against the Senecas in 1687. The place was
more particularly brought to the notice of the French
Government by Clerambault d'Aigremont in 1707 who
recommended that a fort should be established at Niagara
with a second fort at La Calette Prescott. He had the
judgement to see...that pork and grain could be raised in
the neighbourhood and the passage of supplies up the
dangerous navigation of the St. Lawrence could be avoided."

Jessup Papers, Ontario Archives

Appendix Three

"Edward Jessup, the original U.E. Loyalist, was known by
the name of Major Edward Jessup, and he died in the year
1816, without a will. He had an eldest son also named
Edward, and he died the year before his father in 1815;
this was the Edward who married Sussanah Colville, and
Dr. H.D. Jessup was the son of this marriage and the
present Edward Jessup was a grandson of this second
Edward who died in 1815. Now in addition to this Edward
Jessup, the second mentioned, he had a son named Edward.
By reason of law in force at that time he received the
property that was left undisposed of by the first Edward
and he owned considerable property in Prescott among which
was the fort and the ordnance land in rear of Fort and
this was the reason of the application to Parliament when
this Edward was an infant giving Power to convey these
lands to the crown. This third Edward was a brother of
H.D. Jessup."

French Papers, Ontario Archives
Written in 1918 by Judge Riddell
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REPORT ON FORT WELLINGTON

a) STRATEGIC CONSIDERATIONS

The Province of Canada, as at present circumstanced,
is all Frontier and nothing else.

The Duke of Wellington (1841)

In June, 1812, the United States of America declared war
against England. The war in North America took the form
of an attempt by the Americans to conquer Canada. The
British were faced with the necessity of maintaining
communication between Lower and Upper Canada along a
water transport route which was also the frontier--the

St. Lawrence. Prescott was regarded as a particularly
strategic site on this transport route. From a point
twelve miles below Prescott to Lake St. Francis, a bulge
in the St. Lawrence beginning near Cornwall, the river
consists of about 35 miles of continuous rapids. To
facilitate transport along this section of the route,
boats were tracked close to the Canadian shore, unloaded
or loaded depending upon the magnitude of the obstacle,

or even portaged. Smaller boats were employed in the rap-
ids than on smooth water, and the commencement of the
rapids was the point at which stores were transferred from
large to small boats (or vice versa depending on which
way goods were moving).<l) It was thus seen to be one of
the most vulnerable points on the supply line, and worthy
of a fortification of its own. Prescott was considered

as a better place from which to defend the batteaux
because of its position directly opposite Ogdensburg, then
an American city of considerable importance. Here was the
obvious base for American military activity; and from
Ogdensburg, in fact, numerous border raids were directed
against the Canadian shore. From a base at Prescott,
British gunboats could intercept American ships moving
toward the head of the rapids, and troops stationed there
could prevent American troops landed above the rapids

from descending upon the convoys by land.

Apart from considerations of transport, strong outposts
were required all along the exposed frontier from
Kingston to Prescott. In the War of 1812, Prescott was
the only well fortified post on that frontier, seconded
by block-houses at Cornwall and Gananoque. Baron de
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Gaugreben described these as stations for "flying corps"
whose operations he detailed as follows:

"These flying corps are destined to oppose the
Enemy's operations by rapid marches; in order to
endeavour to render them abortive in their
commencement or before the Enemy is prepared, or
to unite themselves, if the Enemy should be
prepared and superior in strength to one or two
of these flying corps, in order to be strong
enough to attack him, in all probability with
success."

These strategic role of Prescott as a border station
remained following the War, but its relation to military
transport was radically altered in the third decade of
the century. Baron de Gaugreben tendered a report on
Canadian defence to the War Office shortly after the War
of 1812. 1In it he suggested that, "If we could establish
a water communication from the Grand or Ottawa River to
Kingston by taking advantage of the waters laying between
Kingston and the Ottawa River, and by uniting them with
canals; our transports from Montreal to Kingston would
then be safe."(3) This document, as suggested by

H.R. Holmden who discovered it in 1921, appears to be the
first reference to the Rideau Canal, a military concept
which figured prominently in Canadian strategy until
1870. Built in 1826-1832, it was thereafter a central
feature of Canadian defence, which depended on rapid
transport of bulky war materials through a thinly
populated country with little or no industrial production.
Thereafter, Prescott assumed importance as "covering the
most direct communication to the most exposed part of the
Rideau Canal."(4) A second consideration reinforced the
above. Even in the 1840's, Ogdensburg was connected
with American industrial centres by railways and canals.
In 1850, the Ogdensburg Railway was completed making

that city the only railhead on the entire frontier until
the Grand Trunk built a line along the Canadian shore in
1853. Prescott became strategically more important as
the years passed. One factor was the connection of still
more rail lines with Ogdensburg. Another important
feature was the completion of a system of canals on the
Canadian side of the river passing the rapids between
Prescott and Cornwall (1832-~47).

However, Prescott never became the site of a fortress
equal to the strategic importance attached to it by
military observers. The Duke of Wellington's memoranda

on defence recommended the enlarging of Fort Wellington.(5)
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In 1846, the Commanding Royal Engineer in Canada submit-
ted plans for extending the fort to hold 650 men. (6)

His impressive drawings underscore the importance of the
fort in military thinking. In 1862, a commission
suggested that 20 guns shou%d be mounted on an enlarged
fort accommodating 500 men. 7)  Fort Wellington was a
secondary point, however; and the works proposed for it
were insignificant compared to the works both projected
and completed for the transportation arteries and major
points d'appui. First there was the 700,000 Rideau
Canal. The eastern terminus of this transport route was
Montreal, the approaches to which were protected by the
Citadel at Quebec (1820-1831) and Fort Lennox (1819-1829).
Further east, British supremacy on the Atlantic approach
to Canada was assured by the British Navy and the
impressive citadel at Halifax (1828-1856). The western
end of the route was guarded by the fresh water fleet at
Kingston protected by Fort Henry (1832-1836), and the
four Martello towers (1846-48). But these fortifications
were only a part of a projected master plan which included
a canal from Toronto the the naval base of Penetanguishine
(1830-34) by way of Lake Simcoe, five more forts for
Kingston, and a citadel for Montreal. The obstacle to
the completion of the system was lack of funds. The
long-suffering British taxpayer could not possibly bear

a larger bill for Canadian defence. The British govern-
ment expended as much money on the Canadian military
establishment as it dared. It is no wonder then that
Fort Wellington was never elevated above the position of
a border station.

As the border became more and more difficult to defend,
there came to be less and less reason to do so. Foll-
owing the Rebellion of ‘1837, there had been a period of
border raids concluded by the Webster-Ashburton Treaty
(1842). This was followed by the Oregon Dispute (1845-46),
the disputes occasioned by the American Civil War (Trent
Affair, 1861, and Alabama Claims), and the Fenian Raids

of 1866 and 1869. But with the signing of the Treaty of
Washington in 1871, Anglo-American tensions finally
subsided. As the burden of fortification had become so
onerous for the British taxpayer, an investigation of
Canadian defence had been undertaken by William Jervois

in 1864. His report recommended a jointly financed
Canadian-British defence program. The scheme had never
materialized, and in 1873 the British guarantee for a
fortification loan was converted into a guarantee for a
railway building loan. Canadians and Americans thereafter
awakened to the interdependencies pertaining between them,
and undertook the psychological transition from enemies

to allies.
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b) THE WAR OF 1812

In spite of the fact that war with the United States was
expected, Canadian defences were in a dismal state when
hostilities commenced in June, 1812. With regard to that
section of frontier with which we are concerned, as late
as April, Edward Macdonnell, Quarter Master General, was
able to write that "The defence of the Strait between
Lakes St. Francis and Ontario, and the transport of stores
of every description between the Lakes, will, if hostil-
ities take place, become arduous undertakings but will be
facilitated by having previously had the entire attention
of an intelligent o?f'cer devoted to the consideration

of these subjects."(8) ' At the outset of the war, Forts
St. Joseph, Amherstburg, George, Erie, and Chippewa were
the only defensive works in Upper Canada.(9) In July,
Inspecting Field Officer Lt. Col. Lethbridge was given
command of the frontier between Cornwall and Kingston,

and ordered to arrange a plan for its defence. He was
asked to arrange a system of convoys, a task which had
received so little attention that the military secretafy
was able to ask, "Would boats help in this regard?"(lo

The militia at Prescott had been called out as early as
June 10th, (11) and a month later 200 stand of arms and
equipment for 25 horsemen were sent up from Montreal. (12)
Gunboats on the way to Kingston were already using
Prescott's harbour as a "safe place".(13) By the end of
July, Col. Fraser, militia commander at Prescott, had
received "two long nine pounders" which seem to have been
the port's first ordnance. At the same time, it is quite
clear that batteaux in convoy now made Prescott a regular
stopping place en route to Kingston.( 4) as early as
August, Lethbridge informed Brock that he had "no doubt
that a proportion of those troops are intended for
Prescot? g?d I especially reported the necessity of a force
there." (1 Troops do not seem to have arrived at
Prescott, however, un?il the Glengarry Regiment was ordered
there on October 9th.(16) From that point to the end of
the war, Prescott was regularly garrisoned by both militia
and regulars. According to Lethbridge, the militia at
Prescott had erected "a stockaded fort with three
embrasures at each of two angles", but the exact site of
this fortification is not known. i On the 9th of
October, Lethbridge was replaced by Inspecting Field
Officer Lt. Col Pearson who remained in command of the
Cornwall-Kingston frontier until the end of the war. (18)
According to a spy, the American army at Ogdensburg was
thereafter "in continual apprehension of an attack from
Prescott, the commander of wh}ch...established his
character with the enemy."(19 B8y the end of the year, we
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find refe{%Bfes to a magazine and batteries at

Prescott. Whatever the nature of these field fortica-
tions was, they are not to be regarded as the beginning

of Fort Wellington. That earthwork was not begun until
1813.

On January 8, 1813, the Commanding Royal Engineer,

Lt. Col. Bruyeres, informed the Commander of the Forces
that while going to Kingston, he would take Lt. de
Gaugreben of the King's Royal German Engineers with him
and "leave him at Prescott to survey that, and the
contiguous posts and to commence immediately the necessary
works of defence which must be established”.(21) on
arrival at Prescott, Bruyeres remarked that it was in a
"very rough state", but was "the essential point to be
first strengthened".(22) On Friday, January 15th, Bruyeres
ordered Gaugreben "to erect without delay a blockhouse on
a small commanding spot in rear of the present battery
which it will completely protect. It is also intended

to improve and close this ?EEFery as soon as it is
possible to break ground". ‘€ Thus began the history of
Fort Wellington. The construction of an earthen

redoubt, which was completed in two years, was undertaken
by military labour.

Meanwhile, more exciting military activities were
continuing. Sometime after Februalg4 two 12 pounders
were added to Prescott's ordnance, ) and the land
batteries continued to protect supply convoys of snow
sledges. At the same time, however, the American force
at Ogdensburg was making numerous nocturnal depredations
on the Canadian shore. In February, the Commander of the
Forces, Governor General Prevost, visited Prescott and
"deemed it absolutely necessary...to dislodge the enemy
from his position at Ogdensburg to secure fr?m interuption
my line of communication with Upper Canada". 25)

On February 22nd, Major MacDonnell led a party of 480
militia, and regulars of the Glengarry, Eighth,
Newfoundland, Engineer, and Artillery Regiments against
Ogdensburg,capturing 11 pieces of cannon, all the enemy
ordnance, marine commissariat, and quarter master
general's stores, together with 74 prisoners. The force
also burned tYQG?rmed schooners, two large gunboats and
two barracks. The American colours were captured
and sent to the Prince Regent.(27) It would be useless
to attempt to catalogue every night patrol that set out
from Prescott, and it would be of little value. But the
raid on Ogdensburg ranks as a celebrated feature of the
war and the most glamorous exploit of the Prescott
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garrison. The role of the Prescott establishment in the
war was generally functional and routine -- thus stripped
of glamour but not of significance. It remained a base
for gunboats and an officer was designated as
superintendent of gunboats and marine.(28) It was also
the headquarters of Lt. Col. Pearson.

On September 1, 1813, Gaugreben proceeded to York, thence
to Fort Niagara, which he helped to take, and finally

on December 29, 1814, he took command of the Engineer's
Division in Upper Canada. Recurrent attacks of ophthalmia
prevented his continuing in such a commanding position.(30)
On April 2, 1814, he was ordered back to Prescott to
superintend work on the fort.

The work undertaken by Gaugreben at Prescott consisted of
an advance battery on the beach and a large earthen
redoubt on a piece of rising ground i? b?ck of the battery
(i.e., the site of the present fort). 32 The general
form of Gaugreben's fort is known from a plan, which

from stylistic features appears to be his own, from his
description of daily building activity, and from an early
painting. (33) The squat blockhouse could not be seen from
outside the fort. Its roof was covered with several

feet of heavy clay, making it bombproof. The blockhouse
was built to enclose Edward Jessup's well, thus ensuring
a water supply.

Only a very small courtyard surrounded the blockhouse,

the ramparts being much thicker than those of the present
fort, since they were built to contain casemates of wood.
The rampart could not be climbed from the inside except

by means of the appareille. Above the casemates, except
on the northeast angle which was taken up with the sloping
clay roof of a store, there extended a broad terre plein
which was about the same width as the courtyard. A
proper banquette was constructed beneath the parapet.

The parapet itself sloped gradually at an angle of 15
degrees for several feet then abruptly turned downward and
the escarp slope was built at the very steep angle of

75 degrees. The steep escarp had to be revetted with logs
to hold the earth in place. The ditch appears to have been
rather broad with a low counterscarp.

An earthen bulwark or glacis was constructed in front of
the main gate sloping gently toward the country. The

fort site was drained by stone channels leading to the
river. The enceinte of the original fort was probably the
same as that of the present one, since the ramparts were
never razed, but merely altered.(33) It had from the
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first the same trace as at present -- a square redoubt with
a redan projecting on the landward side. The gate was in
the position of the present gate.

The work was completed on December 3, 1814, when Gaugreben
dismissed the militia. The fort was constructed under
poor conditions and with great difficulty. A month after
its completion, it was described as "a great mass of earth
badly put together". 34 It was recommended that the
blockhouse be made into a cavalier by the addition of a
parapet, and that a covert way and a palisade be placed
around the ditch.(35) It has not been determined whether
these changes were executed, but one plan shows the
blockhouse with a flat roof. On January 29, 1814, while
the fort was still in the process of being built, a
general order was issued from the military secretary's
office commanding, that it should be named in honour of
the Duke of Wellington, the great hero of the European
campaign.(36) This could not possibly have been done
because of Wellington's victory at Salamanca, as sometimes
stated, for that battle had occurred two years before and
had been announced in Canada on October 20, 1812. If any
single event was in mind when the fort was named, it

was more probably the Duke's first battle on French soil
(November 10, 1813) when he defeated General Soult. 1In
all probability, the military secretary was thinking of
Wellington's brilliant career throughout the entire war.

c) 1815-1838

Very little is known about Fort Wellington during the
period 1815-1838. In 1822, the British Government
purchased the land on which the fort was built from its
owner, Edward Jessup, grandson of Edward Jessup who
founded the town of Prescott.(37) The decision was taken
immediately after the war to keep the fort in good
repair.(38¥ Repairs are known to have been undertaken
in 1816(39) and in 1818.(40) rThe fort was occupied by
a detachment of some sort at least until 1826, although
it was ordered abandoned in 1822.(41l) When the British
Government suddenly had need of the fort in 1838, they
found that it was amongst those "scarcely required or
occupied by troops for many years past and from a great
portion of them being of wood and in a dilapidated state
they have been abandoned" (42)  When an engineer was sent
to Prescott with instructions to rebuild the fort in
1838, he found the ramparts falling away in many places
and the fort crossed by paths and cattletracks and
filled with rubbish. (43)
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d) FORT WELLINGTON REVOLT STATION

The Canadian Rebellion of 1837 sparked a series of border
raids undertaken by sympathetic Americans. In fact, the
authorities were more concerned about American aid than
about the insurgents themselves. It was determined to
rebuild Fort Wellington as a station "calculated only to
resist desultory attacks from Rebels and their
supporters".(44 On June 24, 1838, the fort was directed
to be repaired and a blockhouse built for 100 men and
1000 stand of arms.(45) Fort Wellington and numerous
other small fortifications repaired or erected at that
time were thereafter known as "revolt stations", and it
is the "revolt station" which remains with us today.

A Captain Randolph from the Engineer's Office in Montreal
was sent to Prescott immediately, and provided with

"a Plan, Estimates, and a Form of every voucher" by

Major Bonnycastle at Kingston.(46) Randolph seems to
have been something less than efficient, and, like
Gaugreben before him,was troubled with bad eyes. "I left
Montreal in a hurry without knowing what services were
required," he explained to Bonnycastle, "and my drawing
instruments were left behind and can not be got at by any
other person. You are perfectly aware that my sight is

so bad, that I cannot see to draw these small plans and
dimensions." (47) Bonnycastle's immediate reaction was

a dry observation to Commanding Engineer Wright, "I am
afraid His Excellency Sir J. Colborne, who is about to
return to Lower Canada, will be ex?2%§ingly displeased at
the want of exertion at Prescott." Randolph
continued to badger Bonnycastle with requests and
complaints, most particularly requesting a Clerk of Works.
He was eventually sent a Mr. Duff from Kingston. Duff
was, of course, not sent out of charity but, as Bonnycastle
put it, "That there may be no more delay and that I may be
borne as blameless as possible of the disobedience of

Sir John Colborne's and Colonel Wright's orders."(49)

The work, to consist of erecting a blockhouse, cookhouse,
privy and guardhouse, was to be done by contract rather
than military labour. The blockhouse itself was erected
in 1838 by Edward Noble, a Kingston contractor. (50
Randolph had to use all his powers of complaint to obtain
money for renewing the ramparts which he had been ordered
to do. This included the en fraise palisade to make up
for other deficiencies. His own opinion was that the
ramparts must be reformed and sodded to prevent erosion. (51)
J.R. Wright, the Commanding Royal Engineer, visited
Prescott in November, 1838, with the result that



authorization was obtained for a further expenditure of
52,000 on the fort.(52) It should be noted in this
regard that the working drawings used in the construction
of the fort are dated 1839.(53) The resulting
fortification showed a much more gradual slope to the
escarp (45 degrees) with greater command of the ditch
from the parapet. The escarp was fraised all round. A
caponiere was thrust into the south ditch, pushing a
salient angle out toward the river. The ditch was in
general deeper than that surrounding the original fort,
and the counterscarp more fully formed. Epaulements
were extended out on both sides of the fort. (Pencil
markings and figures on the original plan may reveal other
refinements to engineers after inspection of the ground.)

The identity of those who successfully bid for works
other than the blockhouse is unknown;however, a great
deal was indeed done. Aside form the repair of the
ramparts and construction of the blockhouse, Ordnance
and Barrack Estimates show money was expended in
1838~39 on building a new cookhouse, privy, gateway, log
barracks, platform and flag staff, sentry boxes and
cavalry barracks. Guns were mounted and a stockade
erected. (54 The barrack, it has already been proven, is
that small building which still remains on the site and
which has been recently restored. The cookhouse
occupied the site of the present office, and the privy,
the site of the tool shed. It is exceedingly doubtful
whether either of these two structures is original, but
neither of them is new. The woodwork in the tool shed,
in particular, is reminiscent of the closet in the hall
of the blockhouse. There remains to be considered the
guardhouse, for which no estimates or tenders can be
found. Nevertheless, as has been shown elsewhere,

this guardhouse was almost certainly erected in
December, 1839, or early 1840 -- probably b¥ the same
craftsman who built the officers' quarters. (55) %
building was also hired in Prescott as a barrack. 56)

The blockhouse naturally commands attention as the most
important and most attractive building in the fort. It
is a three storey composite structure. The third storey
was surrounded by §7machicouli gallery built of three
inch thick planks( ) laid horizontally. Th? %}ind was
loopholed and fitted with shuttered windows. > The
roof was classified as capable of resisting small shells
or "splinters".(59) It was built of three tiers of log.
In maps these are shown with a space between each tier.
and this may have been filled with earth. The whole was
surmounted by a hip roof covered with tin. (60) qpe hip
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roof was probably considered necessary because of the
problem of rain and snow. In the event of warfare, its
essential lightness would be of little consequence
because of the heavy protection it concealed. Much is to
be learned about the interior of the blockhouse from old
plans, but this has beén considered elsewhere. (61) 1t
should be added, however, that there was a pump in the
blockhouse. The original (1838) was entirely of wood,
but this proved unserviceable. 1In 1842, the wooden pump
was replaced with a metal pumg the specifications for
which are in our possession. ( 2)

Two twenty-four pounders on wooden traversing platforms
were placed on the southwest and southeast corners of the
fort. Two ten inch mortars and a six-pounder gun were
placed in the courtyard south of the blockhouse.
Twelve-pounder guns were placed at the northwest and north-
east corners, and a l2-pounder carronade was mounted over
the gate. In 1849, the wooden traversing platforms were
replaced with limestone. (63) Plank walks were provided

for t?24§entry posts on the ramparts and at the gate in
1845.

It will be seen from the above that the new Fort
Wellington presented an appearance quite different from
the old. The casemates gone, the interior of the fort
was more spacious. The slope rising to the terre plein
was more gradual, and the entire rampart was sodded. The
blockhouse projected above the ramparts, and its bright
roof could be seen gleaming in the sun from a great
distance. The new Fort Wellington was altogether worthy
of the water colour done of it by Bainbridge shortly
after its completion. (65)

Following the suppression of rebellion in Upper Canada,

a series of raids were made on Canadian territory by
insurgents fled into exile or by American sympathizers.
The most bloody engagement of the rebellion resulted from
just such a raid. On November 12, 1838, an army embarked
from Oswego and Sackett's Harbour. One of the two
schooners carrying the men ran aground off Ogdensburg; the
other anchored just down river from Prescott, in sight of
Fort Wellington. The invaders took possession of the
windmill (which still stands) and several stone houses
nearby (the ruins of which still exists). g?fortunately
not a gun was mounted on Fort Wel].ington,(6 but militia
soon occupied the still unfinished blockhouse. (66)  The
entire engagement is described very well by Professor
Stanley:
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A small vessel, the Experiment, commanded by
Lieutenant Power, rushed from Brockville to assist
the defence, but she carried only two small guns
and was able to do very little until the arrival

of two more vessels from Kingston. Captain Sandom,
who, along with 200 seamen from the British
ships-of-war at Quebec, had been sent to re-open
the Kingston naval base, promptly despatched two
armed steamers and a force of 70 marines and
regulars to Prescott. At the same time the militia
was mustered, and militiamen from Glengarry, Dundas,
and Grenville arrived at the scene of battle.
Although they were on high ground and very much
exposed, the militia succeeded in driving the
invaders from their forward positions behind the
stone fences and outworks into the adjacent
buildings, one of which was a stone structure
rather like a Martello Tower about 100 feet in
circumference, 80 feet in height with walls three
and half feet thick. [The Windmill] The guns from
the steamers had little effect upon the walls of
the stone buildings and it became obvious that it
would be too serious a problem for the troops to
dislodge the defenders without the assistance of
heavier artillery.

Two days passed in comparative inaction, militia

and invaders exchanging desultory shots; but with
the arrival of four companies of the 83rd Regiment
and a detachment of Royal Artillery with several
guns, the attack upon the windmill was re-opened.
The guns bombarded the building, while a company

of regulars with militia support took up a position
on the flank to prevent the defenders from slipping
away from the mill and across the river to the
United States. Under the fire of the Canadian guns,
the buildings close to the mill were soon in flames;
the defenders hung on, although it must have been
obvious that they would soon run short of ammunition
and would receive no more assistance from the

United States, as the river was now commanded by the
British vessels. As darkness fell Von Schoultz

[the Commander of the insurgents, a Polish nobleman
of high ideals] and several others made an effort to
escape, but they fell into the hands of the troops,
and when a demand for unconditional surrender was
sent to the windmill the remainder of the American
force agreed to throw themselves upon the mercy of
the Canadian authorities. They had shown great
courage. The fighting had lasted four days -- it
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was not until the 16th that the windmill was surren-
dered -- and had inflicted no fewer than

80 casualties upon the British and Canadian troops.
The losses of the invaders are hard to ascertain as
some of them had been taken back to the United
States; probably about fifty were killed and
wounded. Some 160 prisoners were taken and several
hundred kegs of powder, a large quantity of
cartridges, swords and pistols, 200 stand of arms
and a silken flag on which was a beautifully worked
spread eagle surmounted by a single star. In the
pockets of one of the casualties was found a list of
the proscribed persons in Prescott who were to have
been put to death.

Subsequent to the Battle of the Windmill, Col. Phillpotts,
the Assistant Quarter Master General, decided that the
windmill should be itself fortified. To that end in
December, 1838, he brought with him from Cornwall a mason
who directly built a powder magazine in the mill, which
Randolph had already begun to put in a state of defence. (68)
Later, a carronade was mounted on the tower,(69) but by
July procedures were already being undertaken to return
the mill to its owner, Mr. McQueen. 0) Notwithstanding
that, the commander at Prescott established a solitary
confinement cell in the mill in September "having found

it impossible to keep some of the independent companies

at this post in order without a place of that kind".(71)

e) THE ROYAL CANADIAN RIFLES AT FORT WELLINGTON

The Rebellion and the American border raids served to
impress the War Office that Canada would long remain a
military frontier. The High Command turned to the problem
of keeping the country sufficiently garrisoned at

minimum expense. One problem immediately taken into
consideration was that of desertion, "a crime so prevalent
that hundreds of men are annually required to supply the
gaps it occasioned".(72) 1In 1840, the creation of some
sort of veterans' regiment ["security against desertion
frontier posts derived from the unwillingness to incur
forfeiture"] was determined upon. (73)  In the following
year, the Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment was established.

An arrangement was made "permitting soldiers of 15 years
service and upwards to volunteer from the regiments serving
in North American into that corps. It was required that
they should be men of good character, and as inducement

for them to extend their services, they have been allowed
the pay of the Foot Guards and the right to their discharge
after 25 years of which 10 years is required to be in the
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Canadian Regiment“.(74) In 1844 Captain Black, who
commanded a company of the regiment at Prescott, was able
to pronounce that, "As regards the primary object, namely
to have a battalion of soldiers who could be trusted in

any part of the country without fear of their deserting,
that has been attained."(75) It should be noted in passing
that the usual explanation, that the regiment was formed

to prevent desertion, is most inapt; and conveys an idea
other than that expressed above.

After tensions with the United States had been eased by the
Wesbster-Ashburton Treaty in 1842, the Commander of the
Forves ordered that the Provincial Force or militia should
be disbanded on May 1, 1843. Thereafter the barracks,
"designated as Revolt Barracks", were to be occupied by the
regular troops.(76) Fort Wellington was one of these
"Revolt Barracks", and was thereafter occupied by the

Royal Canadian Rifles. In January, 1?43 the fort was
occupied by two officers and 159 men. 77) Whether these
were Royal Canadian Rifles or not remains unknown. The
Regiment was definitely in garrison in June.

The Rifles continued to garrison Fort Wellington, their
strength varying betYeS? one compahy and one-half
company, until 1853. 7 In mid-July, 1853, the company
in Prescott left for Toronto and was replaced by a
detachment of one officer and 32 men from St. Jean. (80)
This detachment remained until December and was apparently
the last garrison of Royal Canadian Rifles in Fort
Wellington for several years.(8l) The War Office had
determined to man posts of lesser importance, like

Fort Wellington, with enrolled pensioner§. This was to
be done partly at Provincial expense.(82 The pensioners
were first called out in November, 1854, (83)

It is not yet known what arrangement was made for Fort
Wellington in the period between the date that the

last detachment of regulars left and the date that the
first pensioners arrived. Some representatives of the
Royal Canadian Rifles undoubtedly remained, e.g., barrack
master. A body of 12 pensioners garrisoned the fort from
November, 1854, until April, 1856, when the size of the
detachment was augmented.(84) The next three years in the
fort's history present a blank. Perhaps it was manned by
pensioners; perhaps not. In 1859, we find ? g?tachment

of Royal Canadian Rifles "on lookout duty". 8 This

duty was probably of short duration since the fort is not
listed as a regular station. The fort falls into obsurity
for a further seven years.
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f) THE LAST YEARS

We next hear of Fort Wellington in 1866 when the Fenian
raids brought about a feverish military activity at the
border. The condition of the fraising indicates neglect,
and the authorization of an expenditure of 5200 sterling
for repairs to the blockhouse and outbuildings sug?ests
that the fort had been abandoned for some time. (8 The
troops arrived at the fort on June 3, 1866, but found no
accommodation within. Tents were pitched on the ordnance
land and Prescott was for a while an armed camp. (87) a
merchant steamer, Hercules, was hired and fitted out as a
gunboat to defend the town and vicinity.(88) Three
batteries of garrison artillery were installed in Fort
Wellington. These military preparations prevented a
large body of Fenia?§ ?athered at Ogdensburg from
attacking Prescott. 9

The Fenian Raids brought the Royal Canadian Rifles back to
Fort Wellington, and a detachment rem?ig?d there, at

least intermittently, from 1867-1869. They may have
provided the force that was still in garrison when the
second Fenian Raids commenced early in 1870.(91) Reaction
to the second raids was much like that in 1866. Three
hundred men were placed under arms in Prescott, supported
by two field guns.(92

In 1870 the British Army left their inland posts in

Canada, and these were turned over to the new Dominion
Government. Fort Wellington was amongst them. The
Canadian Government continued to maintain it as a
fortification, and during the following two decades it was
extensively repaired. Most of the work was done between
1878 and 1882. Virtually every part of the fort,

including both buildings and earthworks, was repaired.

The guardsh?use was the only exception, and it was repaired
in 1884. (93 Fort Wellington was not garrisoned during
this period, but was provided with a permanent caretaker (94)
The town of Prescott boasted a militia battery of garrison
artillery which mustered for drill at the fort once a yea
year. (95)

The Prescott Battery of Garrison Artillery was disbanded
in April, 1885.(96) This was at the outbreak of the

Riel Rebellion. On April 24, 1885, the Adjutant General
of Militia ordered that Fort Wellington be garrisoned with
one company of the 56th Militia Battalion.(97) The
detachment was released from duty by an order of July 29th,
shortly after the end of hostilities in the North West. (98)
This was the last military garrison to occupy Fort
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Wellington. In 1901, the blockhouse was fitted up as an
armoury for the 56th Regiment.(99) The fort remained in
the hands of the Department of Militia and Defence until

1923 when it was turned over to the Department of the
Interior as a National Historic Park.
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estimates, memoranda,
petitions, reports,
requisitions, returns, etc.
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The Military Chest.
343 1832~1845
Lands and Roads.
274 1821-26
277 1836-1845

Royal Engineers, Montreal, Kingston, Letters.

1824 1851-1857 (Montreal); 1846-1856 (Kingston)
Canals.

59 1834-41

Estimates.

1420 1863-1864

1421 1862-1863

1422 1863-1864

1423 1864-1865

Regimental Papers Included in the "C" Series.
a. First Foot

824 1797-1818
b. Fifth Foot

282 1838-1851; 1814-1868; 1794-1857;
1789-1867

c. Fifteenth Foot
840 1817-1829
841 1830-1831

d. Sixteenth Foot
846 1814-1854

e. Seventy-ninth
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1828-1830

Eigty-ninth

1004

Royal Canadian Rifles

769

770

771

772

773

774

775

779

787

1812~1815

1840-1842

1843~1844

1847-1848

1849

1851

1852

1853

1859

1869

Royal Artillery

745

746

747

748

749

750

751

755

756

764

1812-1815

1816-1818

1819-1825

1826-1836

1837-1838

1839-1845

1846-1848

1860-1861

1861-1862

1866-1867

Royal Marines

788

1813-1843
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j. Royal Newfoundland Regiment
720 1801-1814
k. Pensioners

501 1831-54

503 1854~-60
U. Fenians.
184 1865~-70
185 1866
V. Miscellaneous.
37 1864-70

12033 1863

Rifle Brigade

1038 1866-70
War Office Records, transcripts and microfilms of
documents preserved in the Public Record Office,

London.

Manuscript Group 12, Series B.
War Office 1: SECRETARY AT WAR IN LETTERS, 1755-1855.

Vols. 96
537
538
552
564
565

567
War Office 33: REPORTS AND MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS

Vols. II, pp. 1901-1922
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War Office 44: ORDNANCE OFFICE IN LETTERS, 1812-1855
Vols. 18

40

49

War Office 55: ORDNANCE MISCELLANEA, 1740-1863,
subsection: Engineers' Papers.

Vols. 860
874
875 1840
876 1841

877 1842-43

878  1843-44

879 1845
880 1846
881 1847
882 1848
883 1849
884 1850
885 1851

886 1852-53
887 1854-56

III Manuscript Group 11, Public Record Office:
Colonial Office Papers, "Q" Series.

121
122
126

127
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128-2

133

244

245

246-1

246-2

247

249-2

249-3

250

252-1

254-2

315

318-1

318-2

Record Group 7, Governor General's Office, "G" Series.

Vols. 1
2
3
29

Department of Militia and Defence, Adjutant General's
Office.

RG9, II, B1l, Vols. 492, 493
RG9, IT, B2, Vol. 17
Engineers Branch.

RGY9, II, E1, Vol. 115
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VII

VIIT

IX
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Estimates of the Department of Public Works.
RGll, A, 11, 1867-1910

Records of the British Army in RG8, Series 2:
Ordnance.

A. Vol. 53: "9 returns" for 1841

B. Vol. 73: "9 returns" for 1851

C. Vol. 7: Memoire on defence, 1856
D. Vol. 18: Report on Canada, 1862
E. Vol. 34: Report on Barracks, 1864
F. Vol. 20: Report on Defence, 1864
G. Vol. 32: Report on Defence, 1865
H. Vol. 29: Report on Defence, 1867
Records of the Canadian Militia.

RG9, B2, Vol. 24, Returns of the Militia arranged
by station, 1838-1842

State Papers, the "Q" Series.

The Calendar for the "Q" Series, 1837-1840,
Upper Canada, Archives Reports for 1941 and 1942.

Newspapers.
A. The Brockville Statesman, original, 1838-1840.
B. The Cornwall Observer, original, 1838-1840.

C. The Kingston Chronicle and Gazette, microfilm,
1838-1840.

D. The Kingston (later Toronto) Patriot, microfilm,
1838 and 1840.

E. The Dominion Illustrated, 26 September, 1891.

F. Canadian Illustrated News, May 4, 1878.
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X The Print Collection of the Public Archives of
Canada.
XI The Map Collection of the Public Archives of
Canada.
XIT Bibliography of Secondary Sources Examined.

Cannon, R. Historical Record of the Fifteenth Foot,
London: 1848

Cannon, R. Historical Record of the Sixteenth Foot,
London: 1848

Cunliffe, Marcus The Royal Irish Fusiliers, London,
New York, and Toronto: 1952

Field, Col. CyrusrBritain's Sea-Soldiers, Liverpool:
1924

Jameson, Capt. R. Historical Record of the
Seventy-Ninth Regiment of Foot,
Edinburgh and London: 1843

Stanley, G.F.G. Canada's Soldiers, Toronto: 1960

Stacey, C.F. The Military Problems of Canada,
Toronto: 1940

Stacey, C.P. Canada and the British Army 1846-71,
London: 1936

Leask, J.C. and McCance, H.M. The Regimental
Records of the Royal
Scots, Dublin: 1915

Stewart, C.H. British Regiments in Canada and
North America, Ottawa: 1962

XIII Errata:

The following should have been included in the list
of "C" Series volumes.

1611 Letters Received by the Royal Engineers,
Canadian West, 1861-1863.
1610 Letters Received by the Royal Engineers,

Canadian West, 1859-1861.
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APPENDIX 1

MAPS AND PLANS OF FORT WELLINGTON

Section I

Rejected Proposals for a Fort at Prescott

Plan of the first floor and ground floor, Fort
Wellington, undated proposal.

Section of Fort Wellington, undated proposal copied in
1826.

Plan Elevation and Section of a log guardhouse to be
erected at Fort Wellington, 28 November, 1839,
#961-13.

Series of drawings showing proposals for enlarging
Fort Wellington, 1846, War Office 55/880, pp. 347-351.

Section II

The First Fort Wellington

Fort Wellington. Board of Ordnance mark, undated,
and F.

Ground plan and Sections of the Interior of the
Blockhouse within the fort at Prescott, plate I,
September 24, 1823.

- Section III

Detailed Plans of the Present Fort or Buildings Therein

Plan and Section of a Blockhouse, Fort Wellington,
Prescott, Upper Canada, #961-9.

Plan, Fort Wellington, Prescott, proposed changes,
1 August, 1868, #961-10.

Plan and Section of a Blockhouse, Prescott, C.W.,
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11.

12.

13.

14

15.

l6.

17

18
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#961-12.

Prescott, C.W., Plan and Elevation of Existing
Guardhouse showing the proposed two new cells and
corridor. Existing Guardhouse copied from Plan, No. 2
Case, Canada West, District Office, signed by H. Wright,
"C.W. 13 December, 1839" and proposed new cells drawn
by Thomas Roe, Clerk of Works.

Prescott, C.W., Plan of Mortar Platform and Shot
Garlands to Accompany OAE 1849.50.

Prescott, C.W., Sketch showing the Relative positions
of Mortar Platforms, Shot Garlands, and curbs to

Gun Carriages at Fort Wellington to accompany OAE
1849-50.

Prescott, Canada, Fort Wellington, May, #5 (outline with
contour changes in ordnance marked in yellow), 1868.

Fort Wellington, Prescott, proposed changes, 1 August,
1868, #961-10. '

Repairs to Fort Wellington, Prescott, Submitted with
Tender of Donald Grant, September, 1878.

Fort Wellington, Prescott, Ontario, Gallery of Block-
house as at Present and as Proposed.

Section of Top of Window, full size, #961-7

Fort Wellington, Gallery of Blockhouse, details,
full size, #961-6.

Fort Wellington, Plan showing Second Floor, Blockhouse,
Fittings ' required for Central Armoury, 56th Regiment,
Prescott, Ontario, 12 March, 1901, #961-3.

Small plan on linen, second floor, undated.

Small plan on linen, first floor, undated.

Fort Wellington, Prescott, Caretaker's Quarters,
24 April, 1914.

Fort Wellington, Prescott, Married Quarters, #1,
RCE 1929.

Fort Wellington, Prescott, Officers' Quarters, #961-14,
1929, probably reduced.
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20.

21.

22.

23
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Caretaker's Quarters, Fort Wellington National
Historic Park, Prescott, Floor Plan, April, 1942.

Porch Addition for Caretaker's Quarters, Fort
Wellington National Historic Park, July 19, 1945,
(blue-print and tracing).

Caretaker's Quarters, Fort Wellington National
Historic Park, Prescott, April, 1946.

Blockhouse, Fort Wellington, Prescott, showing position
of Engineer fixtures, undated.

Blockhouse, Fort Wellington, Prescott, Ground Floor,
National Park Service, undated.

Section IV

Maps Showing the Fort and Surrounding Area

Sketch of Prescott and Environs, Reference and Remarks
by J. Jebb, Lt. Royal Engineers, 29 January, 1816
(names of outbuildings are given).

Township of Augusta showing every building, no date
but probably before 1820.

Part of a map of Ordnance property purchased from
E.Jessup in 1822, #960-5.

Plan of the Ordnance Premises at Prescott in the
Kingston District, V.G., showing the situation of the
House lately burnt, 30 June, 1831, War Office 44,
Vol. 49, p. 468, A (mf).

Battle of Prescott, November 13, 1838.

Plan of the Ordnance Premises at Prescott corrected
from plan signed "D. Bottom", Lt. R. Engineers,
undated. Corrections marked in yellow, 13 July,
1839, #960-6, F (o), (pst), reduced.

Prescott, Canada West, Plan of military reserve,
1 August, 1850, #961-1.

Plan of Ordnance property at Prescott purchased by
the Crown in 1822 from E.Jessup Esquire,
25 February, 1842. Attached typed on linen: "Account
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12.

13,

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
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of survey by T. Fraser Gibbs, Kingston, 26 April,
1854".

Prescott, Canada, Plan showing the boundaries as marked
on the ground of the land belonging to the Ordnance
near the town of Prescott, Township of Augusta,

County of Grenville. Surveyed by Mr. T.F. Gibbs,
Provincial Land Surveyor, in the month of May, 1854.

Plan of Ordnance property, town of Prescott, as survey-
ed under instructions from Crown Lands Department,
dated 11 May, 1859.

Town of Prescott, Plan of Ordnance property, surveyed
under instructions from Crown Lands Department,
11 May, 1859. Certified copy, 27 January, 1881.

Plan of C.P.R. Eastern Division, Prescott, Proposed
yvard showing approximate position of Fort Wellington
and drain connections, 25 April, 1908, #960-4.

Plan showing Ordnance lands under control of
Department of Interior in Town of Prescott, Ontario,
1922.

Plan of Entrance road from #2 Highway to Fort
Wellington, Prescott, Department of Mines and Resources,
July, 1939.

Motor entrance, Fort Wellington, Prescott, Ontario,
plan elevation and detail, June, 1939.

Department of Northern Affairs and National
Resources, Fort Wellington Naticnal Historic Park
Entrance, Road and Parking Area, March 19, 1956.

Fort Wellington National Historic Park, Proposed
Memorial Planting.

Proposed site development for Fort Wellington National
Historic Park, Prescott, September 19, 1961.
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APPENDIX 1IT

FORT WELLINGTON GUARD-HOUSE

Two plans are particularly relevant. One is Mr. Wright's
sketch of the guardhouse proposed for Fort Wellington. It
was drawn on the 28th of November, 1839. It is similar

to the existing building but smaller and with only one
window. Its construction is of square logs of similar
construction to the Officers' Quarters as we might well
expect.

The second plan, which shows proposed additions to the
guardhouse then extent was drawn in 1850. These additions,
it will be noted, were postponed; and indeed since there

is no reference to them in the estimates, were never
undertaken. The plan bears the explanation, "Existing guard-
house copied from Plan 2 Case, Canada West, district office
- signed by H. Wright C.W. 13 Dec. 39." The "existing
guardhouse" in this plan is the same as the guardhouse
which exists today. The dimensions of the building in

the plan are 16' x 24'; the dimensions of the building
extent today are 16' x about 25'. It is evident that

the guardhouse 1location between 28th November, 1839 and

13 Dec. 1839. It is just possible that an old house

(the Jessup House or some other) was moved to this location
since it was winter and the weather discouraged carpentry.
This would account for the slight difference in size, a
although no such accounting is necessarv. It is more
likely that the building was constructed on the site,the
method of construction being identical wita tinat of the
Officers' Quarters.

Photographs of the present building are appended. It is
abundantly evident that this building existing today is
the original building built in 1839 between the two
dates mentioned above from the following evidence:

(1) Same size as Plan 2.

(2) Same design as Plan 2.

(3) Same construction as Officers' Quarters.

(4) Obvious antiquity of present structure.

(5) Absence of reference in Estimates to building of
guardhouse at any other time.

Thus there is no doubt about the historic character of the
present structure and steps should be taken to preserve it.
Consequently a guardroom is not needed in the blockhouse.
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"Fort Wellington & Mill near Prescott
defended by Sympathizers in 1838".

Water-colour by P.J. Bainbrigge

Courtesy Public Archives of Canada
. (P.J. Bainbrigge I-80)
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REPORT ON EXCAVATIONS AT FORT WELLINGTON
PRESCOTT, ONTARIO

KARALEE COLEMAN

JANUARY 21, 1966
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INTRODUCTION

From December 10 to December 17, 1905, 1 excavated the powder mage-
zine and recorded external excavations which had previously been dug
without records (but for several not-to-precise-scale drawings) at
Fort wellington, in Prescott, Ontario., The powder magazine was
excavated because the existing flcor was reported to be In nced of
repairs a new floor had to be Installed before the summer of 1966,
and Its Installation would make such research at a later date unneces-
sarily expensive, It was suspected, also, that a brick fiocor existed
below the ¢ill under the wooden floor, and thls susplicion required

investigation,

some uncertainty is apparent in the numbering of the excavation,

Doubt has arisen about the site number; Fort Weltlington may In previous
excavations have been designated site 5H, but to cuinclde with my flelc
notes and drawings I shall refer to it as site 2H until the reports

of previous excavators have been submitted,

Furthcermore, I do not know how many operations were performed by
previous excavatorse Subject to change, then, I have arbitrerily
assigned the followlng operation numbers;
2HS - excavations carried out by the site superintendent around
the outside of the existing blockhouse, exposing its foundations;
2H6 - excavations In the powd: - magazine, the ncrth-west corner

room on the ground floor of the blockhouse,
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OPERATION 2M6

The powder magezine was excavaeted in five sub-operationss

2HEA « this comprises the floor of the magazine and the space between
1+ ond the top of the fill beneath Its See notes 65-1T7«3,
l=133 photographs | to 8,

2HEB ~ is the north-west quadrant of the magazine, an ores measuring
10* north-south by 7! east-west, Sec notes &5=17-I4 to 15,
3351 photographs 9, 10, 12, i3,

2HEC = I3 the north-east quadrant, simiisrly an eres measuring 10'
north-south by 7' east-west, See notes G5-17-36, 39-L0,

2HED = 18 the south-west quadrant, again an srea 10! north-south by
7' east-wost, See notes 65-17-12 to 20, 29-31, 33-3L,

2H6E - I8 the final 10' by 7' quadrent, In the south-esst corner of
the magazine, See notes G5=I7=IL to 15, 19, 31«32, %3, 35,
36, Li=L2; photographs 11, 16,

See also general notes 05-17-2, 3«l, 13=1l, 16=18, 25-28, 32-33,

3759, 2=l3e

THE PRESENT FLOOR

The existing floor of the magezine was made of wood, heavily oiled
on top, but otherwise apparently untrested, Despite its reasonably
sound appesrance, the wood was in very bad condition. The floor-
boerds were dry-rotted, and most o the beems beneath were moidy

shells which would breek eesliy. The bottoms of these beams were
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so crumbly that one could remove large chunks of wood with one's

hands

The surface of the floor, which covered all of the 20' by I4' room
and continued out through the door at the north end of the cast wall,
was formed of 2% board widths {45 individual boards) running north-
southe These boards varied between 0.5' and 0,7' In width, and

between 3, and 12,6 in tength. All were about 0.16' thick,

The floor-bosrds had tongue-in-groove joints, with the tongue pointing
east. These joints were rectangular, about 0.05' wide and 0.06¢
thicke The first board, on the west edge, had a tongue on one side,
but was cut at an angle on the side next to the wall, so that it
could be snapped Into plase, Similarly, the twenty-third board, on
the west edge, had a groove on one side but was again cut at an angle
on the side nearest the wall, Where the floor contlnued through the
door, this board was cut at & right angle, but still lacked a tongue

to joln it fo the boards of the hallway.

Each board was joinaed to the sleeper beams beneath with two nalls
(3" long square spikes, with :quhre heads) to each slceper. On the
21 boards not touching the east and west walls, these nalis were driven

at an angle through the tongue and the lower edge of the Soard into
the sieeper, The first and twenty-third boards were nefled from the

top straight through to the sleepers, On these, each pair of nalls

was aligned along the sleeper, rather then scross [t as were those
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on boards not touching the walls,

There were fourteen sieepers supporting the floor boerds, plased af
fairly reguisr Intervals end running esst-weste All but two were
siightly less than {4i* tong; the other two continued through the
doorway to support the floor of the hall. Etach was approximately
045' wide and 045' thick, but for the most northerly one, which wss

only 0u3' thicke.

q't‘:nﬂmlug down, each steepcer boem wes In turn supported at three
points-~both cndl;ond the middie--by Irregular rubble-type stones

and ountmﬂf bricks or pleces of brlck'. Other than thelr beling
located In |lnes roughly seven feet apary, thaese supports were amaxing-
ly haphazaerd in sppesrence, contresting sharply with the ragulerity

of the floorboards and sieepere,

I have seen this type of feature before, but never In relation to en
existing floor, 30 never before have I been able correctly to Inter-

pret ite

Occasionaliy, in a long, norron’buildtng, one witl find fairly solld
wall foundations for the outside walls, then a haphazard, locose, but

prosiscly eentered longltudinel tine of stones, This is almost

le It Is Interesting to note th., those arass of the beams sup-

ported by brick were more badly rotted than those supported by stone,
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invarisbly interpreted as evidence of a central wall, although one is
always curlous why this wall should, uniike all others, be so very
decreplt. I think that in all cases where this problem arises, the
Interpreter should consider the distance between the ocutside walls
and this longltudinal feature. I feel safe In predicting that the
distance will always be short enough that & wooden beam could span

IAt safcly--the feature Is In fact not a wall, but a floor support.
Thus the feature not only yields evidence of a wooden floor origin-
ally ralsed above ground surfece, but also gives an approximation

of the elevation of the bottom of the flocor beams,

In the floor being consldered, these supports were not mortared
together, nor were they esttached to the mortar layer which covered

the entire area of the magezine and on which they rested.

Above this mortar layer, surrounding the supports and much of the
beams, was a loosely packed layer of charcoal lumps, approximately
0¢' thick. Apperently It was fairly coumon practice to add this
charcoal bencath a powder magazine, to absorb moisturc seeping up

from the ground and thus to protect the pmrdmr'.2

Ze NeBe Castle Hill excavation, This charccal layer was found
under the magezine, and at the time was Interproted as a "pust-
military occupation level"--presumably the remains of fires built

by itinersnt shepherds who used t. . wagazine for shelter, It should

be noted that, on the evidence abcve, this is probably Incorrect. The
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Throughout most of the area of the magezine, the mortar beneath the
charcoal was an average 0.15' thick. However it became thieker (and

herder) near the walis, at timos as much as OJy' thicke

THE PREVIOUS FLCOR

Thare Is evidence that this ficor--the floorboards, beams, supports,
chercosl, and quite possibly the mortar layer--is not the originel
ftoor bullt in the magaxrine, but a later recomstruction. The origine
al #loor wes probably lower.

Flrst, there was some charcoal in the mortar, and even some fow
pleces In the earth #1il beneath It., This might Indicate an eariier
charcoal stratum which was almost completely removed bafore the now
tioor was constructed. Furthermore, where the walls of the magazine
are undercut (i.e., where the morter beneath the bottom row of bricks
has fallen out) charcoal waes found tightly packed throughout the re-
cesses, As there wes no pressure on the charcoal to force it Info
these holes as they were formed, I asssume that the holes appeared
before the floor wes replaced, and rather than going to the effort of
repailring the watls, the buliders simply cremmed charcoal in to pro-

tect against this added source of moistures

charcoal was a legltimate part of ...e magezine, and was undoubtedly

bencath the floor of the structure,
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Also, some wood was found in end beneath the mortar, not related to
the present beams, This may be the remains of eariier beaus torn
out, leaving chips bohind,

?}nal’y. slong all four wells and dividing the room tongitudinally
beneath the worter wcro'lond"‘y built flat stone sills, approximately
146" wide around the walis and °' wide in the center. These siiis
are doep-—}hose along the walis undoubtedly extend unchanged fo the
bottom of the foundation, while the central sill extends to a depth
of one foot, As It would not be logical to bulid these strong,
reqular supports, then mortar over them and add a casual row of left-
over stonus to support the floor, I find It reasonabie to assume that
originally the floor beams rested directly on these sills, possibly
vith a shallow space below them fliled with charcoal, Or, the mortar
may have been poured over them, with the beams resting on it and de-

pending on the siils for prime support; however, this is doubtful,
UNRELAT=D STRUCTURES

Among these slils were found eartler stone structures, unrelated to
the existing mapezine. They are probably the remains of the larger

original blockhouse which stood on this location,

Onc wall was found In the south portion of the magszine--from the
west wall almost to the east wall ~° the present magazines This
wall was 1,35 wide, l.l' doep, and terminated 3.3' west of the east

wall, where it was roughly squared off., It was built malnly of lr-
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vegular flat stones, and at the east end seemed fo be hollow, or at
least loosely filled and poorly mortered insides Where [t Inter-
sected the west sill, 1t wes neatly out off rather than jolned. The
space between the oid and the new weils was very narrow. 1 suspect
that proviousiy the wall extended to and beyond the tocation of the
present esst sfil as well, but more has been cut off. Soil stains

support this possibiiity (see saection on dlagrams,)

At the centrsl sill, however, the wall wes net cut off, Presumably
the centratl sli! was not designed to support es heavy s iocad as the
other siils (l.e. It supported the floor rather than the bullding
walis) so 1t was not necessery to moke [t efther as deep or as strong
as the others. Therefore this siil was bulit around and over any:
firm structures remaining #rom previous bulldings. The stones of the

sill were mortared to this well, but the wail Itself remalned Intact,

Besides the wall, four other structures were found to remain [ from the
previous blockhouse]. These structures, large, rectanguler platforms,

were located one to a quadrant.

In 2HGB, the structure messures 3,5' east-west and 2,5' north-southe
Like the south wall, it has been integrated Into the central silii,
however I do not kncw whether it econtinues through the sille The
north and south facoes are regular, while the west face, 2.5' east

of the west wali, is nots The pl 'form is made of large, roughly

cquared stones, 1t may have continued west, and been cut off when



the west wall of the existing building was constructed,

East of this, In 2HEC, I8 a similar strueture, measuring 3' cast-
waest and 2,5' north-south, also integrated Into the central sill

lng simost sligned with that structure In 2HEB, It too has smooth
north‘.nd south faccs and an irreguler cast face (3! west of the east
wall)s The two may be combined, and may be the remains of a building

wall, or they may be separate platforms as are those described below.

345' south of the 2HEB structure, In 2H6D, is & stone platform approx-
Imately 3' square., It is mede of large square stones and all Its
faces are roc:ngﬂy requiar--1t has not been cut away. It is 2% east
of the west well, On its north side, continuing its west face, is

a projecting stone plate 143 north-south and 24 cast-west (extension
I.) Rubble consisting of iarge stones {les between this and the

2H6B structure. On [ts east side, agalin even with Its north face, Is
a similar pi,uh Integrated into the central siil, measuring possibly

1.5 east-west (the presence of the sili prevents anything but con-

§

Jecture) and an average (.7' north-south (extension II.)

cest of this and approximately aligned with 1t, In PHOE, Is another
;fnjc‘l’ure, similar In construetion to the other three, It Is 3,1?
west of the ecast wall of the magazine, and measures 3' north-south
and approximately .,65! esst-west, All its faces are roughly squared,
although there is some rubble arct -d Its north-east corner, It

extends fo and probably Beyond the bottom of the excavation, 2.3*
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BeSe (0f mortar)s possibly 1+ and the other three structures arc as

deeply founded as the walis of the existing blockhouse.

I have never before seen similar structures, and as 1 have not had
access to plans of the original blockhouse, Interpretation of the

four "platforms” and the south waill Is difflcult. Presumably the
south festure is a room foundation of some sory, It Is not deep enough
to have been a main bullding wall, and is not even as decp as the
other remalning structures, Furthermors, lts top surface is reasonably
flats there wes no further stone construction above the existing

top |imit. Elther it supported a fiocor, as doses the central sili,

or it was a foundation for sn Interior wooden wail.

Similarly, the four stone platforms have level top surfaces. /s they
do not seem fo be parts of walls (aspeclially those In 2HOD and 2H6E)
I propose that they are foundations for upright wooden begms which
would have been necessary throughout the origlnal blockhouse to sup-
port the heavy roof which, I am told, consisted of three fcet of

log construction and an additional five feet of carth 111 above that,
ARTIFACTS

Throughout the excavations In the powder magazine, artifacts were
fcw and for between, Those found were predominately bones and nails,
with & few percussion caps, a few picces of glass, and one plastic
button, Several pleccs of pottery were found, all from the same

vessel I belleve, The latter were all located In 2HOU and 2HOc,
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south of the unrelated south wall, which leads me to belicve that

this feature is more probably a wall foundation than a floor support.
DRAWINGS, 2HO

65=17-D1 ~ this plen shows the top of the floor before excavations
Board widths are numbered to correspond with the references in this
report. Areas of partlculerly bad rot have been Indicatcd, and the

north board j: 23 has been removed to reveal the sleepers beneath.

(5-47=D2 - 18 a plan of the sleepers when the floor surface was re-
moved and the charcoal had not yeot been excavated, Beams thet had
broken before belng moved are markeds note that most breakage occurs

In the north and south end beams, and just south of center,

65-17-D22 - Is a reconstructed cross-section through the fioor to
beneath fhe.ovarlap of the sill, It demonstrates the angle cut on
the first and twenty-third boards, the variation In placlng nalls,
the slteeper supports in relation to the sills of the previous floor,

and the under-cutting of the brick walls,

65=-17-DL, D8, D9, D3 = are pilans of 2HEB, 2HEC, 2HOD and 2HOE re-
spectively, after the removal of the charcoal, Arcas of wall under-
cutting are indicated, although the depth of these holes is not
shown, The hephazard placing and nature of the stones and bricks

| supporting the sleepcrs may be seens especlally In 2H6B (DL) which
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was axcavatod without #irst removing the beams,

65-17-05, D6 - together form a longltudinal croes-section of the
above mortar surface of the powder magazine. D5 Is the west plit wall
of 2H6E: the beams were removed before oxcavation, so ldeal beams
and floor have been indicated according to thelr location on D24 06
Is the west pit wall of 2HGC, although technically it is a roversed
view ofvrhe cast plt wall of 2HG3, which was excavated with besms In
position, Idcal floorboards have been indicated to complete the

above surface representation,

65=17-D10, DIl, DI2, DI3 - are plans of 2HOB, 2HEC, 2HOD and 2HOE
respectively aff;r all excavation was completed, The bottoms of the
varfous srcas are at different elevations, which s why the soil
types vary {on the wholc, stratigraphy was reasonably uniform):s the

proflles and cross-scetions must be consulted for further edlfication.

DIO shows the north, west and central sllls, the balk which was left
for a soll cross-section, and the north-west platform or wall. i
believe northernmost soll stains to be simply an accident of fill,
Mote that the contral sl stops short of the north sill, and that
the north sill Is unusually narrow, Traces of wood were found in the
Interval between the two, a8 | f a beam had once replaced the stone
wall which should be there. The presence and disintegration in part

of suah a beam might explain the b..ck soil staln.
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The areca of gray clay Is a foundation trench for the wcst sille 3e-
neath this cley Is rubble flit similar to that seen in the south
center of the plan, which hapgened to be at a higher elevation, Some
explanation of the nature of the flil is nceced: I postulate that

the foundations for the original blockhouse were bulli In a completely
excavated area (slnce walls and su; orts were thickly distributed)

and that fililng with rocks end carth wes performed durlng or after
construction, ‘ihen the present blockhouse was built, foundatlon
trenches were used rather than complete excavation as not ncarly as
much masonery was required, These trenches were flliled with clay, and
an addltional layer of fill was added over sll before the final mortar
layer was pourade (This flnal operation was not necessarily carried
out immedlately after the rest of the fill--sce p, 7.) Thus the
foundation french appears In section bencath earth fill., In DI,

the trench appears to stop abruptiy: probably it continues north at

a greater depth, essuming thet while the top layer of fitl is lovel,
the surface during reconstructlion (l.e. benecath this top layer) was

not necessorily so,

Dfl shows the north, east, and central silis, the rest of the balk,

and the north-cast platform or wall, No soll stains are yet evident
at this depth. Note that the north sitl abruptly increases in width:
wood splinters were found o extend as far a: thls step-out--further

remalns of the possible beam between the north and cenfral sills,

DIZ shows the west, contral, and south sills, as well as the south-
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vest structure and part of the south wail. I have indicated the con-
tinuation of the south wall through the central slii, Irregularities
in the south face of this wall are areas of disintegration, which
especially occurs at the wcst end where the wall has been cut cff,
As all these structures are covered with very firm morter, it Is dif-
ficult to tell where one stops and the other sterts, so bouncaries

ere indlcated approximately by dotted lines,

This plan of the south-west platform shows the meln portion of 1ft,
ard Ifs north and cast projecting plates, The north plate, extension
I, is continued in DIO, and the east extremity of the eax-t plate
{extenslon II) Is Indicated, although the pr.sence of the siil and
the mortar over 1t makes this Indication no more than @ guess. The
divislon between the north plate and the maln platform could not be
soen from above because of the mortar, sc is marked by a dotted line,
This line however is not a guess, as the limits of the plate couuid

be seen in profiie,

D13 is the final post-excavation plan., It shows the east, south; and
central sills, the south-cast platform, and the remainder of the

south wall,

The excavation limit continuing cast along the south face of the south
wall marks the 1imlt of the deeper pit which ruovealed the depths of
central sill and south wall, and .. .ich followed the cast sill and
south-cast platform as far as was practicsbles The arca marked " gray

clay™ is the foundation trench for the east slii,
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65-17-DiL - I8 a cross-sectlon and proflle of the scuth fac. of the

lateral balk dividing the two south sub-operations from the north ones,

The three slils are shown In profile, as Is the north plate projecting

from the south-west platforn,

The main area of Interest Is thc stratigraphy on the east and wost
/extremas of the drawings The gray clay strate, on east and west
slils, are two foundation trenches. Observe some di ffcrence between
them, for that on the west sice oxtends right up to the mortar layer
while on the east side earth f1i1 has been added above {te-evidence
to support my dlscgailon (on p. 13) stating that the surface of this

aree wes most Irreguler when the present blockhouse was bullit,

Stratum I, containing much wood and plaster, I8 confusing. Wood

and plaster (samples of which have been submitted) were found beneath
the mortar throughout, but widely scattered, In this area alono they
exist as a definite stratum 0,15 thick, tapering off as [t approaches .
the east sfits It may be left from the provious floor, or may remain
from collapsaed wal Is--the latter scems to be a ressonable explanation

for the irregularlty of tts distribution,

55-17=015 - This is an east-west profile from the west slil, over the
south-west platform, In sectlion along the south face of extension 11
of this platform, over the central si!l and the south-cast platform
tc the cast si!l, O8esides profiles of the features, It shows the

depths of excavation and the below surface extent of the central slil,
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Note that the east sill alone has a projecting tipe

65-17-016 ~ I3 a north-south profile through the middle of 2H6B and

21#60s It shows the depths uf excavation, and profiles of the various

structures,

65-17-D17 = the lasi drawing of this sat, tt is ancther north-south
profile, this time through 2HOC and 2HSE. It reveals the depth of
the south wall, and the unusual construction of the south-east plat-

form--large squarish stoncs, stepped out on the south side and possibly

stepped In on the north slde,
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UPERATION 2H5

This operation consisis of an almost continuous trench sround the
ouiside of the 50' square blogkhouse. The excavation was completoed
sbout a month before I arrived, so my recorde are at best skeichy.
However in most cases the excavation is so shallow that the lack of
reccrds simultaneous fo digging is not partlcutarly frustrating.

Little information was avallable, so aimost none was losf;

artlfacts from the excavation had been separated by horfzontal lo-

cation into eight lots, To the arcas from which the lots had been

acquired I arbltrarily assigned sub-operation numbers as follows;

2HHA ~ north side of blockhouse, excluding 2H5G and QHSH. See notes
05=17-21 to 224

2H5B ~ arca eround the draln spout on north side, Saee notes 65-17-22,

2H5C - east side of blockhouse, excluding 2HSD. See notes O5-1T7-22,

2HSD - south-east corner of blockhouse, See notes 65-17-23,

2HSE - south side of blockhouse, excluding 2H5D and the area in front
of the main door into the blockhouse, which has not been dis-
turbed. Sce notes (5=17-23%.

CHOF ~ west sice of blockhouse, excluding 2HSG and 2HS5He See notes
65=17-25,

LH5G ~ area around the drain spcut on the west sidcs Sec notes
o= 17-2k

OHUH = north-wsst corner of blocki..usee See notes &5-17-2L.

See alsc general notes O5=17-1 fo 2, 20~1, L3« The length of these
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sub~operaticns Is unspecified .

The semi-stylized sof! proflic In drawlng $5-17-D7 illustrates what

is apparently standard stratigraphy throughout the srca of axcave-
tions Apprcximately OJi' of sod and topsoil is succeeded by a rubble
layer averaging 0.8' thick. In all but two sub-cperations (2H5G and
CHEH) excavatlon wes carried only to the tcp of the rubble laycr--T.e,
cnly the topsoil was removedes This stratum was replete with artifacts
(notably nalls and clay plpe fraguents) which were duly collected,

''. varying features werc obscrved at this depth, so any further areas
cof archaeological Intcrost may be assured to exist undisturbed below
the present excavation (Imits. In most cascs, little requires record-

ing but the dimersions of the trench.s, which are ncat and unlform.

Around the blocikhouse, a sl projects 5" out from the wall at sod
l:vels Above this, a n-w sill has bren built this winter, level with

the original one, Increasing its heigit by 5 to € Inches,

PHSA: A 7' wlde strip of sod, 0,05' thick, has been removed alcng
the walle From the sill to =' from the wall, topsoil has been removed

to a depth of 145" BeSe

HEC: A 3% wide strip of sod, O.1' thick, has bcen removed as In
THSA. From tie sTll to 1.8' from the wall, topsoii has bean removed

fo a (‘epfh OF O.C" 8.3.
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cHtl: East of the doorway, topsoi! and sod have 